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Reconsidering on the Philosophy of Experience of Activity Learning in

Nature; Thorou’s “Higher Law” revived in the Edible Schoolyard Program
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[Abstract]

As an empirically developed curriculum centered on children’” s life experiences,
experiential learning in the natural environment has long been emphasized in new
educational movements around the world. In recent years, the lack of experiential learning
for children, especially nature-based experiences, in Japan, has been pointed out, and
attempts have been made to intentionally and systematically incorporate experiential
learning opportunities into school education. In particular, “nature-based experiences”
has attracted attention from the perspective that environmental protection as a practice
leads to “cultivating an attitude of respecting life, valuing nature, and contributing to the
conservation of the natural environment” which is state in Article 2 of the Fundamental
Law on Education, “Goals in Education.” In this paper, we examine “experiential activities
related to nature” in the context of the practice of ecoliteracy education by school gardens
in the United States and meta-level and meso-level principles and practical theories, taking
cues from the foundational thoughts of Henry D. Thoreau, one of the early nature writers.
From this analysis, we suggest how to construct practical programs in school education in

Japan today.
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