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FOREWORD

Seinan Gakuin is built on faith. Its scholarly research, is founded on the great
First Premise that all truth is of one Creator, that to worship Him in spirit and
in truth demands unswerving allegiance, to truth, that we can be dedicated
unreservedly at the same time both to Him and to Truth.

The fact that God is love suggests a line along which we may focus our
research, that of human relations and the creation of love as a force in human
society. Is there an Economics of love? There is, and it is one which will have
revolutionary power when developed and applied. Is there a business order in
which love can be the ruling force? It behooves us to find one or make one before
we destroy ourselves and one another by our selfishness. Is love in literature
confined to romance, or is there to be found in literature a strain of the greatness
of constructive sacrifice, an element of the power which can bring about peace
on earth and goodwill among men? If there is, it behooves us to be not merely
passive witnesses of world literature, idle tasters of good and bad, but men who
will seize the great thoughts of the immortals, clarify them and sharpen them to
match the need of the day, and hurl them like thunderbolts of the spirit into the
minds of men.

Seinan Gakuin University has a mission of scholarly research. This mission is
not to fire our faculty to establish themselves or our University on an arrogant
pinnacle of academic pride. Our mission is to serve, to contribute our utmost to
mankind through our research. We have a responsibility to fulfil.

The appearance of Seinan Gakuin University Review is significant for Seinan in
that it expresses our own recognition of our responsibility for scholarly research.
Its significance for the world will depend in large measure on how well we
understand our mission and on how wholeheartedly we seek to fulfil it.

Seinan Gakuin was founded in 1916 by the late Mr. C. K. Dozier in cooperation
with the West Japan Baptist Convention and the Foreign Mission Board of
Southern Baptist Convention of the United States. The college department was
opened in 1921, the year of the graduation of the first middle school students. On
May 11,1949, Seinan Gakuin University greeted its first entering class, offering
courses of study in Theology, English Literature, and Commerce.

Seinan Gakuin Ronso, which was published by the faculty of the college
department under the old educational system, now retires to its honored place in
the archives and with this maiden issue Seinan Gakuin Daigaku Ronshu enters to
earn for itself a place in the field of Japanese and world scholarship. My hope for
it is that it may become a force of genuine influence, and that its influence may
always be constructive.
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